
 

 

Now in its 15th edition, the Chicago Writers Association Speakers Bureau 

continues its run as a go-to resource for local venues seeking high-quality, 

spirited programs. This year’s Speakers Bureau menu features:  
 

▪ 75 original programs from 34 local presenters 

▪ 28 new programs touching on topics ranging from Chicago history and 

travel to pop culture and professional development  
 

Should you have interest in a specific program, including the option of a virtual 

program, please contact the presenter directly for additional information. 
 

We hope you see the CWA Speakers Bureau menu as a valuable resource in your 

efforts to bring engaging, informative, and inspired programming to your 

audiences.  
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Daniel P. Smith, Founder and Director 

CWA Speakers Bureau 

(708) 717-6126 

turnleftcreative@gmail.com 
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LOCAL CONNECTIONS 
 

“The Path to On the Job: Murder, Reflection, and Where TV Cop Shows 

Fail” by Daniel P. Smith 

As the relationship between the public and police generates intensifying 

attention, On the Job: Behind the Stars of the Chicago Police author Daniel P. 

Smith brings audiences behind the scenes to discover the Chicago Police 

Department. Smith shares never-before-told stories of the tolls the job exacts on 

the officers, their families, and their lives while interweaving a discussion of 

Chicago’s criminal landscape, police department culture, and history. He also 

details the gripping personal experiences that led him to pen his debut book. 

(Adults; 75 min; $200 with permission to sell books) 

References: Cindy Kline, Indian Prairie Public Library, (630) 887-8760 x230, 

cindyk@ippl.info; Jeannine Kacmar, Palos Heights Public Library, 

j9kacmar@gmail.com 

Contact: smithwriting@gmail.com, (708) 717-6126 

 

“Chicago’s Latine Arts and Music Scenes: Trailblazing in the Midwest” by 

Catalina Maria Johnson 

Catalina Maria Johnson, music journalist and host of the radio show and podcast 

“Beat Latino,” shares Chicagoland’s Latine arts, music, poetry, and literature 

scene – one of the most fertile and seminal arts scenes, highly lauded and 

recognized in international forums. This presentation includes video and music 

examples and is regularly updated to reflect current ongoing events. Get to know 

nuestras artes and nuestra historia in this area with deep, insider’s knowledge. 

Program can be presented in English or Spanish. (Teens and Adults; 60 min; 

$350 plus travel expenses) 

References: Colleen Springer-Lopez, Carbondale Elementary School District, 

cspringer@ces95.org; Micaela Harris, McLean County Museum of History, 

mharris@mchistory.org  

Website: www.linktr.ee/catalinamariajohnson 

Contact: catalinamariajohnson@gmail.com, (773) 960-8531 

 

NEW!  “Pal-Waukee to Chicago Executive: A Century of Progress” by 

Michael Haupt  

Local aviation historian Michael Haupt shares the fascinating story of how 

Chicago Executive Airport developed from 40 acres on the corner of a farm into 

an integral part of the Chicago area economy and a vital role in the national air 

system. See how the airport evolved during the century as each of its five owners 

responded to the aviation and cultural environment of their era. (Adults; 60 min; 

$195 with permission to sell books) 

References: Charles Priester, Priester Aviation, (847) 537-5251, 

CP@Priesterav.com; Madeleine Monaco, Ninety-Nines, (847) 431-1847, 

directormonaco@ninety-nines.org 

Website: www.aviation-chicago.com 

Contact: aviationchicago@gmail.com, (847) 736-5812 

 

NEW!  “Chicago’s Black Birds: Pioneering African American Aviators” by 

Michael Haupt        

Chicago’s African Americans took flight, breaking barriers that kept them 

grounded. Bessie Coleman overcame the dual obstacles of being black and 

female traveling to France where she received her pilot’s license in 1921. Two 

auto mechanics, Cornelius Coffey and John Robinson, became pilots and aircraft 

mechanics. Before World War II, Coffey trained scores of pilots who became 

Tuskegee Airmen while Robinson commanded the Ethiopian Air Force battling 

Italian Fascists. Local aviation historian Michael Haupt shares these tales and 

more. (Adults; 60 min; $195 with permission to sell books) 

References: Kim Hodges, White Oak Library, (815) 552-4284, 

khodges@whiteoaklib.org; Dr. Charles Rodriguez, Southern Illinois University, 

(618) 534-1105, crod@siu.edu 

Website: www.aviation-chicago.com 

Contact: aviationchicago@gmail.com, (847) 736-5812 

 

“Chicago’s Murderous Mobsters, Midway Monsters, and Windy City 

Oddities” by Laura Enright 

Far from a toddling town, Chicago has always been a charging town, meeting 

challenges head-on, losing big, and winning bigger. Laura Enright will discuss 

many fascinating tales, legends, and lives featured in her book Chicago’s Most 
Wanted: The Top Ten Book of Murderous Mobsters, Midway Monsters, and 

Windy City Oddities. (All ages; 60-90 min; $200 with permission to sell books) 

References: Christina McPhail, LaGrange Park Library, (708) 352-0100, 

christina@lplibrary.org; Erin Maskevich, Lake Forest Library, (847) 810-4606, 

emaskevich@lakeforestlibrary.org 

Website: www.laura-enright.com 

Contact: lauraenright64@gmail.com, (847) 384-0361 

 

NEW!  “Ghosts of the Windy City” by Laura Enright 

A city as famous and infamous as Chicago has its fair share of ghosts: from 

hitchhiking phantoms to drowned picnickers to gangsters shot down with only a 

dog left to bear witness. Join Laura Enright as she discusses the history of some 
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of the area’s most notable hauntings and why they may linger so spiritedly in our 

psyche. (All ages; 60-90 min; $200 with permission to sell books) 

References: Nadia Ullrich, Grayslake Area Public Library, (847) 665-1054, 

nullrich@grayslake.info; Elaine Waite, White Oak Library District, (815) 552-

4237, ewaite@whiteoaklib.org 

Website: www.laura-enright.com 

Contact: lauraenright64@gmail.com, (847) 384-0361 

 

“Chicago Roller Skating History” by Marcie Hill 

Roll down memory lane with author and Chicago roller skating historian Marcie 

Hill as she discusses 140-plus years of Chicago roller skating history. Starting 

with the first rink in the 1880s, she highlights Chicago’s role in the great 

phenomenon, including: Chicago firsts; classism and racism; and the staying 

power of the world’s most popular sport and leisure activity. A recollection for 

some, a history lesson for others. (All ages; 60 min; $250 virtual, $300 live) 

References: Randy Richardson, Chicago Writers Association, 

info@chicagowrites.org; Nicholas Saunders, Chicago Public Library, (312) 747-

3270 

Website: www.marciewrites.com 

Contact: msmarcie@marciewrites.com, (312) 620-4157 

 

“Silhouettes of the Past: Growing up in Chicago During the 1950s and 

1960s” by Dr. Leslie K. Best 

This is not just a memoir of growing up in the 1950s and 1960s but a reflection 

on Chicago’s past, including historical data that led to the experiences rather 

directly or indirectly that impacted the author’s life growing up on the South 

Side of Chicago. It encompasses the 1893 Chicago World Columbian 

Exposition, the 1919 race riot in Bronzeville, and the attempts to maintain racial 

barriers between blacks and whites, such as restrictive covenants. (All ages; 60 

min; $200) 

References: Sarah Weiner, Park Forest Library, (708) 748-3731 x216, 

sarah.weiner@pfpl.org; Debra Collins, DuSable Black History Museum, (773) 

420-2736, dcollins@dusablemuseum.org 

Contact: becsliebooks@gmail.com, (708) 481-3927 

 

“Bears vs. Cardinals: The NFL’s Oldest Rivalry” by Joe Ziemba  

Celebrate the humorous early history of the National Football League with 

author Joe Ziemba, who offers an unusual program on the “forgotten” early 
history of the oldest teams in the NFL: the Chicago Bears and the Chicago 

Cardinals. These two are the only original clubs from the 1920 inception of the 

NFL and their histories provide a multitude of entertaining stories to ensure a 

memorable evening for football and Chicago history fans! Includes Q&A. 

(Adults; 60 min; $150 with permission to sell books) 

References: Gregory Storms, Chicago History Museum, (312) 642-4600, 

storms@chicagohistory.org; Wendy Babjak, Tinley Park Public Library, (708) 

845-5719, WBajak@tlibrary.org 

Contact: joeziemba22@gmail.com, (815) 953-1270 

 

“When the Monsters of the Midway Ruled the NFL” by Joe Ziemba  

Join author Joe Ziemba for an entertaining look at the wacky early days of the 

Chicago Bears, moving from the team’s inception as the Decatur Staleys to its 

dominance of the National Football League, including four NFL titles from 

1940-1946. Relive the rowdy, formative years through audience interaction, rare 

archival photos, and surprising insight into local historical figures such as Red 

Grange, George Halas, and Al Capone. Includes Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $150 

with permission to sell books) 

References: Gregory Storms, Chicago History Museum, (312) 642-4600, 

storms@chicagohistory.org; Wendy Babjak, Tinley Park Public Library, (708) 

845-5719, WBajak@tlibrary.org 

Contact: joeziemba22@gmail.com, (815) 953-1270 

 

“When the Bears Were Really Good: The 1963 Chicago Bears” by Charles 

N. Billington 

Sports historian Charles N. Billington discusses his new book The 1963 Bears: 

George Halas & the Road to the NFL Championship. Billington provides an in-

depth analysis of this fantastic pre-Super Bowl team and delves into the 

economic, legal, and social aspects an aging George Halas faced at this critical 

juncture in the NFL’s history. (Ages 11 and up; 90 min; $175 negotiable with 

permissions to sell books) 

References: Donna McCarthy, Elk Grove Library, (847) 724-2154 

Contact: (773) 351-5871, cnb1148@sbcglobal.net 

  

“When The White Sox Were Really Good: The 1959 “Go-Go” Sox by 

Charles N. Billington 

Sports historian Charles Billington discusses his critically acclaimed 

book Comiskey Park’s Last World Series. He examines the team from an 

economic, legal, and social perspective and analyzes the team’s on-field 

activities. Bitter family feuding and conflicts between new and old ownership are 

also explained, which, unfortunately, ties to the team’s current problems. (Teens 
and Adults; 90 min; $175 negotiable with permission to sell books)  

References: Penny Blubaugh, Eisenhower Public Library, (708) 867-2299 

Contact: (773) 351-5871, cnb1148@sbcglobal.net 
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“The Chicago Cubs: Is This the Year?” by Charles N. Billington  

Sports historian Charles N. Billington, author of Wrigley Field’s Last World 

Series, discusses all things Cubs – past and present – from both an on-field and 

off-field perspective. Theories on team building, skill development, and 

management are rapidly changing, and Billington looks at the current Cub 

characteristics, how they compare to the past, and the mistakes they 

unfortunately seem to repeat. (Ages 11 and up; 90 min; $175 negotiable with 

permission to sell books) 

References: Sarah Adelphia, Arlington Heights Senior Center, (847) 253-5532     

Contact: (773) 351-5871, cnb1148@sbcglobal.net 

 

NEW!  “150+ Years of Polish Catholic Churches in Chicago” by Victoria 

Ann Granacki 

Trace Chicago’s Polish diaspora from its 1867 roots in Polish Downtown to the 

newest Polish Catholic parishes that have sprung up in DuPage and southern 

Cook County. Marvel at magnificent Polish Baroque churches designed by 

masters of early 20th century architecture. Make lots of notes for which Polish 

Catholic Churches you plan to tour. (Adults; 60 min; $150) 

References: Bozena Nowicka McLees, Loyola University Chicago, (773) 508-

2864, bmclees@luc.edu; Ewa Barczyk, University of Wisconsin Milwaukee 

Libraries, (414) 412-6456, ewa@uwm.edu 

Website: www.GranackiArts.com 

Contact: (312) 810-1212, granacki@aol.com 

 

NEW!  “Nelson Algren: Chicago’s Prophetic Voice” by Mary Wisniewski 

Chicago writer Nelson Algren, author of The Man with the Golden Arm, was 

known as the bard of the city’s underclass. He was also the unlikely lover of 

French philosopher Simone de Beauvoir. Learn how Algren became one of 

Chicago’s most quoted and influential writers from journalist Mary Wisniewski, 

author of Algren: A Life, which won the Chicago Writers Association award for 

best non-fiction. Includes Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $200 with permission to sell 

books) 

References: Sue Rutsen, Nelson Algren Society of Miller Beach, (773) 914-

2574, suerutsen@gmail.com; Debb Hammond, Oak Park Nineteenth Century 

Charitable Association; (708) 227-6114, chatsplas@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.marywizchicago.com 

Contact: wiz1166@yahoo.com, (312) 241-0007 

 

 

NEW!  “White Flight, Englewood, and Green Street: A Chicago Story” by 

Dave Larsen 

“White flight” is the reality that drives the plot of the novel Green Street in Black 

and White: A Chicago Story. Larsen explores this phenomenon in the Chicago 

neighborhood of Englewood in the early 1960s within an ethnic faith 

community. He engages the audience in a discussion of the book’s themes and 

contemporary implications. (Adults; 60 min; $125 with permission to sell books) 

References: Jeff Munroe, Reformed Journal, munroejeff@gmail.com, (616) 

822-0203; David Crumm, Front Edge Publishing, David.Crumm@gmail.com 

Website: www.davelarsenbooks.com 

Contact: GreenStreetInBlackWhite@gmail.com, (708) 321-0403 

 

“Edith: The Rogue Rockefeller McCormick” by Andrea Friederici Ross 

Meet Edith, a lost figure of Chicago history. Daughter of John D. Rockefeller 

and wife of harvester heir Harold McCormick, Edith stood at the crossroads of 

two powerful families. But due to her unconventional beliefs, she was cast aside 

by both. Andrea Friederici Ross, author of Edith: The Rogue Rockefeller 

McCormick, details the philanthropist’s accomplishments – Brookfield Zoo, 

opera, real estate among them – and family scandals. (Adults; 60 min; $200 with 

permission to sell books) 

References: Mary Alessio, Women’s Athletic Club, mary@wacchicago.com 

Website: www.friedericiross.org 

Contact: friedericiross@gmail.com, (630) 712-0283 

 

“Suffrage in the Land of Lincoln: How Illinois Women Won the Vote” by 

Nicole Evelina 

From the founding of the first woman suffrage society in Illinois in 1855 to 1919 

when Illinois became the first state to approve the 19th Amendment, thousands 

of women dedicated their lives to winning the right to vote. Join USA Today 

bestselling author Nicole Evelina as she discusses the 64-year history of the 

Illinois Suffrage movement. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $250 in-

person plus travel expenses with permission to sell books, $150 virtual) 

References: Ginger Brickey, Jefferson County Library, (636) 671-8186, 

gbrickey@jeffcolib.org; David Beaumier, Chanticleer Books and Media, 

dbeaumier@chantireviews.com 

Website: www.nicoleevelina.com 

Contact: nicole.evelina@att.net 
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NEW!  “Sisters of Influence” by Andrea Friederici Ross 

Meet sisters Zina, Amy, and Rose Fay, three ladies determined to change things 

for the better in late 1800s Chicago. Learn about the founding of the Anti-

Cruelty Society, the beginnings of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, the 

construction of Orchestra Hall, and how the Fay sisters helped broaden the 

women’s sphere. Ross’ program touches on themes such as music education, 

women’s history, the humane movement, and the writing process. (Adults; 60 

min; $200 with permission to sell books) 

References: Mary Alessio, Women’s Athletic Club, mary@wacchicago.com 

Website: www.friedericiross.org 

Contact: friedericiross@gmail.com, (630) 712-0283 

  

NEW!  “Organized Crime in Chicago during Prohibition” by John J. 

Binder 

John J. Binder discusses Chicago’s Prohibition Era bootlegging gangs and gang 

wars, including how the Capone gang came to dominate Chicago organized 

crime. Binder is the author of Al Capone’s Beer Wars, The Chicago Outfit, and 

The Chicago Outfit during the 1960s. He has served as a historical consultant to 

the Chicago Historical Society, the Vegas Mob Museum, and RR Auction 

among others. Includes Q&A. (Teens and Adults; 90-120 min; $300 with 

permission to sell books) 

References: Geoff Schumacher, Vegas Mob Museum, (702) 729-2720, 

gschumacher@themobmuseum.org 

Contact: jbinder@uic.edu, (708) 287-9118 

 

LIFE & FAMILY 
 

NEW!  “What is a Death Doula?” by Dr. Kimberly Rich 

End-of-life expert Dr. Kimberly Rich introduces the compassionate role of a 

death doula, outlining how they can provide emotional support, practical 

guidance, and presence for individuals and families approaching the end of life. 

Participants will learn the benefits of partnering with a death doula, when you 

should start this work, and about the added comfort of having an advocate as you 

approach the end of life. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $100) 

References: Marcia Dingman, Fox Valley Hands of Hope, (630) 561-8023, 

marcia.dingman4@gmail.com; Alex Jedlicka, St. Charles School District 303, 

(630) 391-1860, alexandra.jedlicka@d303.org 

Website: www.tomorrowmourningllc.com 

Contact: tomorrowmourningllc@gmail.com, (630) 723-8053 

NEW!  “What is Your Legacy?” by Dr. Kimberly Rich 

End-of-life expert Dr. Kimberly Rich explores the purpose, practice, and impact 

of legacy work. She highlights how reflecting on personal values and sharing life 

stories can strengthen identity, guide future generations, and foster connection. 

Participants will learn practical approaches to creating intentional, lasting 

legacies through narrative writing, voice recording, and mindful planning. 

Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60-90 min; $100-150) 

References: Marcia Dingman, Fox Valley Hands of Hope, (630) 561-8023, 

marcia.dingman4@gmail.com; Alex Jedlicka, St. Charles School District 303, 

(630) 391-1860, alexandra.jedlicka@d303.org 

Website: www.tomorrowmourningllc.com 

Contact: tomorrowmourningllc@gmail.com, (630) 723-8053 

 

“Navigating Elder Care with Grace and Humor” by Dr. Vicki Atkinson 

Join the author of Surviving Sue to learn how to navigate the challenges of elder 

care. Dr. Atkinson’s experience in caring for her mother who suffered from 

Alzheimer’s, alcoholism, and anxiety taught her lessons about forging ahead 

with humor. Dr. Atkinson shares tips for caregiver wellness, including handouts, 

resources, and Q & A. (Adults; 60 min; $150) 

References: Rick Kaempfer, Eckhartz Press, rick@eckhartzpress.com, (847) 

508-8867; David Stern, Eckhartz Press, davemich@sbcglobal.net, (773) 507-

8907   

Website: www.atkinsongroupsolutions.com  

Contact: (847) 927-2385, vatkinson815@gmail.com 

 

CAREER & PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

NEW!  “Reframing Impostor Syndrome” by Jennifer Grant 

Even the most capable professionals sometimes hear that nagging inner voice: “I 

don’t really belong here.” In this engaging, research-informed session, award-

winning author Jennifer Grant helps participants understand impostor syndrome 

and how to work with it – not against it. Blending psychology, storytelling, and 

practical strategies, Grant offers tools for reframing feelings of self-doubt. 

Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $300 virtual, $350 in-person with 

permission to sell books plus travel reimbursement beyond 50 miles) 

References: Brian Allain, Writing for Your Life, brian.allain@gmail.com; Chris 

Wells, The Secret City, writinglifeworkshop@gmail.com 

Website: www.jennifergrant.com 

Contact: jen@jennifergrant.com, (630) 660-2268 
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 “The Armchair Negotiator” by Gerry Parran 

The presentation educates non-professional negotiators on negotiating without 

confrontation and defending against aggressive negotiators. Gerry Parran, who 

authored 33 Ways Not to Screw Up Negotiating for a business audience, has 

developed a presentation for negotiating in everyday situations targeted to a 

general audience. The program includes a pre-presentation negotiation skills 

assessment, handouts with critical takeaways, and Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $195 

with permission to sell books and Negotiating Cards)  

References: Kate Donley, Oak Lawn Public Library, (708) 422-4990 x511, 

kdonley@olpl.org; Jim Hanahan, Hope Global, (401) 228-5535, 

jhanahan@hopeglobal.com  

Website: www.gerryparran.substack.com  

Contact: gerry.parran@gmail.com, (847) 644-2699 

 

MIND & BODY 
 

“I Can’t Be a Runner … Or Can I?” by Danny Smith 

Go from the couch to the 5k finish line. Running Insight senior writer Danny 

Smith shows you how. Informative and inspirational, Smith presents a detailed 

and proven 10-week program blending walking and running. Leave with a 

precise plan and the necessary knowledge to take charge of your health. Partner 

with the local park district or race organizer for added reach and impact. Includes 

handout, Q&A. (Teens and Adults; 60 min; $200) 

References: Cindy Kline, Indian Prairie Public Library, (630) 887-8760 x230, 

cindyk@ippl.info; Jeannine Kacmar, Palos Heights Public Library, 

j9kacmar@gmail.com 

Contact: turnleftcreative@gmail.com, (708) 717-6126 

 

NEW!  “Grievers Toolkit” by Dr. Kimberly Rich 

Grief expert Kimberly Rich explores the many forms of grief, emphasizing both 

emotional and physical aspects. Participants will learn how grief unfolds, 

common misconceptions, and supportive approaches that foster healing. Through 

reflection and discussion, attendees gain tools to navigate loss with compassion 

for themselves and others. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 90 min; $150) 

References: Marcia Dingman, Fox Valley Hands of Hope, (630) 561-8023, 

marcia.dingman4@gmail.com; Alex Jedlicka, St. Charles School District 303, 

(630) 391-1860, alexandra.jedlicka@d303.org 
Website: www.tomorrowmourningllc.com 

Contact: tomorrowmourningllc@gmail.com, (630) 723-8053 

 

NEW!  “Blue Zone Your Kitchen and Nutrition” by Joan Davis 

You’ve heard about the Blue Zones. Now, it’s time to take the next step. A 

combination cooking lesson, recipe review, kitchen strategy, and taste sampling 

(if allowed), this program inspires participants to take achievable steps towards 

healthier eating and vibrant longevity. The focus is on practical steps to Blue 

Zone your nutrition with samples of Blue Zone foods while discovering the 95% 

Rule and the Okinawan “hashi hari bu” tradition. Includes handouts, Q&A. 

(Adults; 60 min; $175 Negotiable) 

Website: www.plantbasedjoan.com 

References: Darby Lanpher, Harper College, dlanpher@harpercollege.edu, 
(847) 925-6363; Christopher Corrigan, Schaumburg Township Public Library, 

ccorrigan@stdl.org, (847) 923-3394 

Contact: joanlarryd@gmail.com, (847) 802-4090 

 

“Hooked by Big Food Giants and How We Can Free Ourselves” by Joan 

Davis 

Big Food has hooked us into increasing reliance on convenient, ultra-processed 

foods, even as we learn more about the health risks associated with these pseudo-

foods. In an entertaining role play, both a chemist and a marketer from a mock 

Big Food company reveal their secrets. Learn how our American diet is now 70 

percent highly processed foods – and the specific steps we can take to avoid 

becoming hooked and to feel confident making healthier choices. Includes 

handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $175 negotiable) 

Website: www.plantbasedjoan.com 

References: Darby Lanpher, Harper College, dlanpher@harpercollege.edu, 
(847) 925-6363; Christopher Corrigan, Schaumburg Township Public Library, 

ccorrigan@stdl.org, (847) 923-3394 

Contact: joanlarryd@gmail.com, (847) 802-4090 

  

“Social Connections – How They Can Improve (or Trash) Your Health and 

Our Communities” by Joan Davis 

Is social isolation as bad for your health as smoking 15 cigarettes a day? Really? 

Despite social media, true social connection has plummeted in recent years – and 

Americans, as individuals and communities, are paying a steep physical and 

emotional price as loneliness and social isolation climb. Learn how to evaluate 

and expand your social network. Discover practical strategies and research-based 

resources to increase meaningful social encounters in your daily life despite an 

increasingly disconnected world. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; 

$175 negotiable) 

Website: www.plantbasedjoan.com 

http://olpl.org/
mailto:jhanahan@hopeglobal.com
http://www.gerryparran.substack.com/
mailto:gerry.parran@gmail.com
mailto:j9kacmar@gmail.com
mailto:smithwriting@gmail.com
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mailto:dlanpher@harpercollege.edu
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mailto:joanlarryd@gmail.com


7 

 

References: Darby Lanpher, Harper College, dlanpher@harpercollege.edu, 
(847) 925-6363; Christopher Corrigan, Schaumburg Township Public Library, 

ccorrigan@stdl.org, (847) 923-3394 

Contact: joanlarryd@gmail.com, (847) 802-4090 

 

POP CULTURE & CURRENT EVENTS 

 
“Dead Air: The Night Orson Welles Terrified America” by William Elliott 

Hazelgrove  

Based on his just-released book, Dead Air: The Night Orson Welles Terrified 

America, William Hazelgrove uses the actual broadcast and many media stories 

to detail the great Halloween hoax of 1938. That’s when 23-year-old Orson 

Welles broadcast to the world that Martians had landed in New Jersey and were 

exterminating humans with heat ray guns and poisonous gas. The coast-to-coast 

terror takes viewers on a wild ride through America as people run for the hills, 

contemplate suicide, get in accidents, run out of restaurants, theatres, and 

churches believing the war had ended. Includes Q&A. (Teens and adults; 50 min; 

$325 with permission to sell books) 

References: Rachel Rezek, Fremont Public Library, (847) 918-3222, 

rrezek@fremontlibrary.org; Diane Gaudio, McHenry Public Library, 

dgaudio@mchenrylibrary.org, (815) 385-0036 

Website: www.williamhazelgrove.com 

Contact: bhazelgrove@gmail.com, (708) 466-7601 

 

“The James Bond Phenomenon” by Raymond Benson 

Everything you want to know about James Bond 007, straight from Raymond 

Benson, the third official continuation author – and first American – 

commissioned by the Ian Fleming Estate to write original Bond novels (between 

1996-2002). Slideshow presentation covers the life of Ian Fleming, history of the 

novels and the films, and Benson’s own experience as a Bond author. (Teens and 

Adults; 90 min; $300 in-person plus travel expenses, $250 virtual) 

References: Hanley Kanar, Love is Murder Writers Conference, 

hanleykanar@gmail.com, (847) 337-0603; Dann Gire, Daily Herald, 

danngire@gmail.com, (847) 650-4229 

Website: www.raymondbenson.com 

Contact: RBinPerson@comcast.net, (847) 217-0389 

 

 

 

 

“Latino Hip Hop as a New Poetry” by Catalina Maria Johnson 

Catalina Maria Johnson, music journalist and host of the radio show and podcast 

“Beat Latino,” shares how the musical works of Latino hip hop artists can be 

viewed as a unique form of new poetry appreciated and understood from Mexico 

to Chile to Spain. This lively, interactive presentation, which can be presented in 

English or Spanish, includes video examples and great music. (Teens and Adults; 

60 min; $350 plus travel expenses) 

References: Colleen Springer-Lopez, Carbondale Elementary School District, 

cspringer@ces95.org; Micaela Harris, McLean County Museum of History, 

mharris@mchistory.org  

Website: www.linktr.ee/catalinamariajohnson 

Contact: catalinamariajohnson@gmail.com, (773) 960-8531 

 

“He Had It Coming: The True Story Behind the Musical Chicago” by Nicole 

Evelina 

Join USA Today bestselling author Nicole Evelina for a whirlwind look at the 

real women behind the Jazz Age controversy and the female reporter who not 

only brought their stories to life but wrote the play the musical is based upon. 

Fun fact: one of them is why women are now allowed to serve on juries. Includes 

handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $250 in-person plus travel expenses with 

permission to sell books, $150 virtual) 

References: Ginger Brickey, Jefferson County Library, (636) 671-8186, 

gbrickey@jeffcolib.org; David Beaumier, Chanticleer Books and Media, 

dbeaumier@chantireviews.com 

Website: www.nicoleevelina.com 

Contact: nicole.evelina@att.net 

 

“Evolution of the Modern Zombie” by Scott Kenemore 

Join Scott Kenemore – best-selling author of Zombie-in-Chief: Eater of the Free 

World and Zombie Illinois – on a rollicking tour of the zombie’s origins in 

Haitian mysticism through its evolutions in pop culture to the ravenous zombies 

of today. Fun (and appropriate) for all ages! Kenemore has previously presented 

at numerous colleges and universities and at top fan conventions like San Diego 

Comic Con and Chicago Comic Con. (All Ages; 60 min; $250) 

References: Brendan Riley, Columbia College, briley@curragh-labs.org, (312) 

369-8817 

Website: www.scottkenemore.com 

Contact: scottkenemore@hotmail.com, (773) 799-7127 
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http://www.linktr.ee/catalinamariajohnson
mailto:catalinamariajohnson@gmail.com
mailto:gbrickey@jeffcolib.org
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“The Evolution of the Vampire” by Laura Enright 

Throughout time, the vampire has been both the sum of all our fears and the 

perfect scapegoat, yet the vampire has retained an allure carrying its popularity 

across centuries. Author Laura Enright examines the evolution of the vampire in 

myth, literature, and media and how an ancient bogeyman, by turns, has become 

a romantic figure, superhero, and even a teen dream. (All ages; 60-90 min; $200 

with permission to sell books)  

References: Leticia Goluba, Woodstock Public Library, (815) 338-0542, 

leticiag@woodstockil.info; Sarah Weiner, Park Forest Public Library, (708) 748-

3731, sarah.weiner@pfpl.org 

Website: www.laura-enright.com 

Contact: lauraenright64@gmail.com, (847) 384-0361 

 

“Artificial Intelligence Promise and Peril” by Lance Erlick 

Leading scientists have expressed concern about the risks posed by AI. After 

recent advances, leading voices in AI take seriously the possibility of 

superintelligence before 2060, with major developments by 2030. Come join a 

discussion of the promise of AI, myths, threats, and what we should know about 

changes to our world. Includes handouts. (Older teens and adults; 75 min; $240 

plus travel expenses with permission to sell books) 

References: Jeanne Garman, Mensa, chem1946@gmail.com; Joan Waxman, 

North Shore Senior Center, jwaxman@nssc.org 

Website: www.LanceErlick.com 

Contact: finlee7@aol.com, (630) 946-6023 

 

HISTORY 

 

“How Corn Changed Itself and then Changed Everything Else” by Cynthia 

Clampitt 

About 10,000 years ago, a weedy grass in Mexico transformed itself into corn – 

and then transformed the Americas, even before First Contact. After First 

Contact, it spanned the globe and drove westward expansion in North America, 

building cities and inspiring innovators and entrepreneurs. Vampires, Henry 

Ford, time zones, Fritos, and the Chicago Bears are all part of this remarkable 

story. (All ages; 60 min; $175 plus travel with permission to sell books) 

References: Kay Ripplemeyer-Tippy, Jackson County Historical Society, 

kayrip@siu.edu; Judy Bock, Geographic Society of Chicago, judyil@aol.com, 

(847) 223-7627 
Website: www.worldplate.com 

Contact: caclampitt@att.net, (847) 537-7915 

“The Rule of Rum” by Cynthia Clampitt 

Even if you don’t drink rum, this is worthwhile history. Learn when rum arose 

and where, how pirates got involved, how rum helped unite the 13 Colonies, and 

how it became one of the issues that sparked the American Revolution. From the 

Caribbean across the British Empire, from taxes to military rum rations, come 

discover how rum once ruled the world. Includes handout. (All ages; 60 min; 

$175 plus travel) 

References: Judy Bock, Geographic Society of Chicago, judyil@aol.com, (847) 

223-7627; Vicky Edwards, Chicago-area Mensa, AChicVic@aol.com, (630) 

629-8385 

Website: www.worldplate.com 

Contact: caclampitt@att.net, (847) 537-7915 

 

NEW!  “The Strike that Shaped the Airline Industry” by Michael 

Haupt        

In 1932, the long-forgotten Century Airlines headed by investor E.L. Cord 

drastically slashed pilot salaries. The pilots appealed to the newly formed Airline 

Pilots Association (ALPA), setting off a bitter conflict with more twists than an 

Agatha Christie mystery. Although the strike was settled within months, its 

impact continues to shape the airline industry. (Adults; 60 min; $195 with 

permission to sell books) 

References: Tom Cleveland, Illinois Public Airport Association, (815) 739-3100, 

groverdkb1@comcast.net; Carol Para, Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame; (847) 274-

8115, cfifest@icloud.com 

Website: www.aviation-chicago.com 

Contact: aviationchicago@gmail.com, (847) 736-5812 

 

NEW!  “Journeying Through the Native American Indian Way of Life” by 

Kim Sigafus 

Dressed in her native regalia, author Kim Sigafus leads a discussion on Illinois 

Native Americans of the 1800s and their culture. The audience will learn a song 

and play native instruments. Includes handouts, Q&A. (All ages; 60 min; $250 

plus travel expenses and permission to sell books) 

References: Libby Paulson, Village of Orland Park, (708) 403-6268, 

epaulson@orlandpark.org; Steve Osikowicz, Barrington Area Library, (847) 

382-1300 x3020 

Contact: qsouls@hotmail.com 
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“Who Were the Ritchie Boys?” by Libby Fischer Hellmann 

Starting in 1942 during the darkest days of World War II, nearly 2,500 (mostly 

Jewish) refugees from German-speaking countries were conscripted into the US 

Army. Their fluency in German and knowledge of German customs helped them 

become ideal intelligence professionals and POW interrogators. Trained at a 

highly classified program at Camp Ritchie, Maryland, then sent back to Europe, 

these soldiers were responsible for 60 percent of enemy troop movements on the 

ground. Their accomplishments are one of the least-known stories of World War 

II. In a fascinating one-hour presentation, thriller author Libby Fischer 

Hellmann, author of Max’s War: The Story of a Ritchie Boy, shares their story. 

(Adults; 60 min; $400 with permission to sell books)  

References: Melissa Morgan, Winnetka-Northfield Library, 

mmorgan@winnetkalibrary.org; Robert, The Book Stall, 

books@thebookstall.com 

Website: www.libbyhellmann.com 

Contact: libbyfh@libbyhellmann.com 

 

“The Journey of Mollie’s War: History of Women in the Military” by 

Cyndee Schaffer 

Learn about the history of women in the military from the beginnings of our 

country culminating in the narrative of the women in World War II. Cyndee 

Schaffer traces the footsteps of her mother and her fellow WACs who followed 

the soldiers stationed in Europe. Using excerpts from her mother’s letters written 

home, Schaffer provides a romantic yet frightful glimpse into the life of a 

woman in uniform during this crucial time in history – from inspiration to 

publication. Presentation includes WAC recruiting movie, slideshow, photos, 

letters, medals, and memorabilia. (Teens and adults; 60 min; $150 virtual, $250-

$450 in-person with permission to sell books) 

References: Jenna Astroth, Breese Public Library, (618) 526-7361, 

librarydirector@breeselibrary.org; Pam Rohleder, Bartlett History Museum, 

PRohleder@bartlettil.gov, (630) 540-5914 

Website: www.mollieswar.com 

Contact: cyndeeschaffer@gmail.com, (847) 917-4125 

 

NEW!  “Reminiscing as a Baby Boomer” by Jeanne Roppolo 

Join us in a groovy, psychedelic, far-out fun talk as we take a walk down 

Memory Lane. Audience members participate as we review our shared history, 

movies, music, TV shows, games, books, and fashion. (Adults; 60 min; $300 

with permission to sell books) 

References: Sarah Adelphia, Arlington Heights Senior Center, (847) 253-5532 

x305, sadelphia@vah.com; Dina Sweet, DeKalb CUSD 428, (815) 757-8536, 

dina.sweet@d428.org 

Website: www.grandmagoesto.com 

Contact: (808) 987-4473, jeanneroppolo@yahoo.com 

 

“U.S.–Dakota War of 1862: A Forgotten Battle” by L. Sue Baugh 

In Minnesota, August 1862, a smoldering conflict between the U.S. government 

and the Dakota Sioux erupted into war. The fierce battle forced President 

Lincoln to pull Minnesota troops from the Civil War to quell the uprising. 

Award-winning speaker L. Sue Baugh explains how this forgotten conflict led to 

the largest mass execution in U.S. history and left a bitter legacy. Given current 

Native American history, this story could not be more timely. (Adults; 60 min; 

$175) 

References: Judy Eckberg, Nineteenth Century Club, judylowe@sbcglobal.net, 
(708) 386-2729; Jamie Gehin, Deerfield Public Library, (847) 945-3311, 

jgehin@deerfieldlibrary.org 

Contact: sue.baughws@gmail.com, (847) 902-4973 

  

“The Codebreaker and the POW: A Family Saga of WWII” by L. Sue 

Baugh 

In 1942, one of the darkest years of World War II, Baugh’s father, Lt. Charles 

Baugh, became a Navy codebreaker. Her grandfather, Richmond Baugh, was 

taken prisoner on Corregidor Island in the Philippines and spent nearly three 

years in a Japanese POW camp. In this gripping family saga, Baugh recounts the 

heroic work of military and civilian codebreakers and the brutal struggle to 

liberate the Philippine Islands. (Adults; 60 min; $175) 

References: Hillary Wenk, JCC Chicago, hwenk@jjcchicago.org, (224) 406-

9257; Annie Tillmann, Lake Villa District Library, amtillmann@lvdl.org, (847) 

356-7711 

Contact: sue.baughws@gmail.com, (847) 902-4973 

 

“An Artist Goes to War: Leon Granacki in the South Pacific World War II” 

by Victoria Ann Granacki 

The very personal story of an ordinary Chicago soldier who used his art skills to 

survive war in the South Pacific. Original maps, jungle watercolors, journal 

illustrations, and letters home to his extended Polish-American family reveal his 

longing for family, shared holidays, fishing, and a woman to love. Granacki’s 
program may help you understand the soldiers in your own family who never 

mailto:mmorgan@winnetkalibrary.org
mailto:books@thebookstall.com 
http://www.libbyhellmann.com/
mailto:libbyfh@libbyhellmann.com
mailto:librarydirector@breeselibrary.org
mailto:PRohleder@bartlettil.gov
http://www.mollieswar.com/
mailto:cyndeeschaffer@gmail.com
mailto:sadelphia@vah.com
mailto:dina.sweet@d428.org
http://www.grandmagoesto.com/
mailto:808)%20987-4473
mailto:jeanneroppolo@yahoo.com
mailto:judylowe@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jgehin@deerfieldlibrary.org
mailto:sue.baughws@gmail.com
mailto:hwenk@jjcchicago.org
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spoke about their wartime experiences. (Adults; 60 min; $150 with permission to 

sell books) 

References: Christine Dalphy, Geneva Public Library, (630) 232-0780 

x322, calphy@gpld.org; Ewa Barczyk, University of Wisconsin Milwaukee 

Libraries, (414) 412-6456, ewa@uwm.edu 

Website: www.GranackiArts.com 

Contact: (312) 810-1212, granacki@aol.com 

 

“Music as a Cultural History: Latines in the USA and Illinois” by Catalina 

Maria Johnson 

Catalina Maria Johnson, music journalist and host of the radio show and podcast 

“Beat Latino,” shares how music can be “read” and also share the cultural 

values, roots, and history of peoples. Survey the music and milestones from the 

last 150 years of Latin America-U.S. relations to understand history in a new 

way. Available in English or Spanish, this lively program includes video 

examples and great music. (Teens and Adults; 60 min; $350 plus travel expenses) 

References: Colleen Springer-Lopez, Carbondale Elementary School District, 

cspringer@ces95.org; Micaela Harris, McLean County Museum of History, 

mharris@mchistory.org  

Website: www.linktr.ee/catalinamariajohnson 

Contact: catalinamariajohnson@gmail.com, (773) 960-8531 

 

NEW!  “The Very Spirit of War: General John A. Logan” by Robert I. 

Girardi 

Award-winning author and historian Robert I. Girardi presents the story of 

Illinois’ own John A Logan, the best of the Civil War political generals. A 

successful lawyer and politician from southern Illinois, Logan transformed from 

a pro-slavery Democrat to a radical Republican advocate for freedmen’s rights. 

He was also an inspirational force on the battlefield and a spokesman for 

veterans’ rights. (All ages; 60 minutes; $225 with permission to sell books) 

References: Doug Dammann, Kenosha Civil War Museum, (262) 748-7952,  

ddammann@kenosha.org; Bill Furry, Illinois State Historical Society, (217) 525-

2781, wfurry@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.robertgirardi.com 

Contact: (773) 319-3508, CvlWarGuy@aol.com 

  

NEW!  “Honoring the Brave: The Origins of Veterans Day” by Robert I. 

Girardi 

Award-winning author and historian Robert I. Girardi discusses the history and 

evolution of Veterans Day, from its origins as Armistice Day at the end of World 

War I to its current form honoring all veterans. The story of this transformation 

spans 60 years and numerous political administrations. A similar program on 

Memorial Day is also available. (All ages; 60 minutes; $225 with permission to 

sell books) 

References: Doug Dammann, Kenosha Civil War Museum, (262) 748-7952,  

ddammann@kenosha.org; Bill Furry, Illinois State Historical Society, (217) 525-

2781, wfurry@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.robertgirardi.com 

Contact: (773) 319-3508, CvlWarGuy@aol.com 

 

“Abraham Lincoln and the Common Soldier” by Robert I. Girardi 

Award-winning author and historian Robert I. Girardi presents the special 

relationship President Abraham Lincoln shared with the Union soldiers in the 

Civil War. Lincoln spent every single day of his presidency surrounded by 

soldiers. He interacted with them and mutual trust and devotion grew between 

them. Soldiers came to regard the president as Father Abraham. Girardi details 

how and why this occurred. (All ages; 60 min; $200 with permission to sell 

books) 

References: Doug Dammann, Kenosha Civil War Museum, (262) 748-7952,  

ddammann@kenosha.org; Bill Furry, Illinois State Historical Society, (217) 525-

2781, wfurry@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.robertgirardi.com 

Contact: (773) 319-3508, CvlWarGuy@aol.com 

 

NEW!  “Who Was the Original Agent 355?” by Kit Sergeant 

Celebrate the 250th anniversary of American independence by learning about the 

first female spies and the pivotal roles they played in securing our nation’s 

freedom. Fans of Hamilton and AMC’s TURN will recognize figures like Aaron 

Burr, Sally Townsend, and John André in this fascinating presentation by Kit 

Sergeant, author of 355: The Women of Washington’s Spy Ring. Giveaways 

include stickers and bookmarks. (Teens and adults; 60 min; $250 with 

permission to sell books) 

Reference: Tom Hill, Warrenville Public Library District, (630) 393-1171 x107, 

tom@warrenville.com 

Website: www.kitsergeant.com 

Contact: kitsergeant.author@gmail.com, (847) 254-0154 

 

“Women Spies in World War II: The Women of the SOE” by Kit Sergeant 

In 1942, as the free world crumbled beneath Hitler’s jackboot, Churchill’s Secret 

Army began recruiting women spies to infiltrate Occupied France and become 

part of the French Resistance. Learn about the adventures of some of the SOE’s 
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unimaginably brave women in this multimedia presentation by Kit Sergeant, 

author of The Spark of Resistance. Giveaways include stickers and 

bookmarks. (Teens and adults; 60 min; $250 with permission to sell books) 

Reference: Tom Hill, Warrenville Public Library District, (630) 393-1171 x107, 

tom@warrenville.com 

Website: www.kitsergeant.com 

Contact: kitsergeant.author@gmail.com, (847) 254-0154 

 

“World War II Women Spies: Nancy Wake and Marie-Madeleine 

Fourcade” by Kit Sergeant 

Faced with unimaginable odds, Nancy Wake (aka ‘The White Mouse’) and 

Marie-Madeleine Fourcade guided hundreds of French Resistance agents 

through the treacherous landscape of wartime France while managing to (mostly) 

avoid the Gestapo. Learn about the adventures of these unimaginably brave 

women in this multimedia presentation by Kit Sergeant, author of Marie-

Madeleine and Nancy Wake. Giveaways include stickers and bookmarks. (Teens 

and adults; 60 min; $250 with permission to sell books) 

Reference: Tom Hill, Warrenville Public Library District, (630) 393-1171 x107, 

tom@warrenville.com 

Website: www.kitsergeant.com 

Contact: kitsergeant.author@gmail.com, (847) 254-0154 

 

NEW!  “My Sister’s Mother: A Memoir of War, Exile, and Stalin’s Siberia” 

by Donna Urbikas 

Donna Urbikas, author of the award-winning memoir, My Sister’s Mother: A 

Memoir of War, Exile, and Stalin’s Siberia, presents her book using original 

vintage photos from her parents’ deportation and arrest by Stalin during World 

War II. Urbikas discusses Poland’s World War II history on the Eastern front 

bordering Belarus and Russia and how the aftermath of the war affected the next 

generation. She also addresses how current world developments are being 

repeated with Putin and Ukraine. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Older teens and 

adults; 60 min; $300 with permission to sell books)   

References: Jim Dalbec, Ela Township Community Center, (847) 438-9160, 

jimd@elatownship.org; Joan Waxman, Northshore Senior Center, (847) 784-

6002, jwaxman@nssc.org 

Website: www.danutaurbikas.com 

Contact: donna@danutaurbikas.com, (312) 343-5454 

 

 

 

NEW!  “Virginia and Francis Minor: Forgotten Suffrage Pioneers” by 

Nicole Evelina 

Virginia and Francis Minor were key early leaders in the quest for female 

suffrage. Virginia founded the Woman Suffrage Association of Missouri, the 

first organization of its kind in the country – possibly the world – and the couple 

were the only people to bring women’s voting and citizenship rights to the U.S. 

Supreme Court. Join USA Today bestselling author Nicole Evelina as she 

discusses the lives of these pioneers and the impact they continue having on 

voting rights. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $250 in-person plus 

travel expenses with permission to sell books, $150 virtual) 

References: Ginger Brickey, Jefferson County Library, (636) 671-8186, 

gbrickey@jeffcolib.org; David Beaumier, Chanticleer Books and Media, 

dbeaumier@chantireviews.com 

Website: www.nicoleevelina.com 

Contact: nicole.evelina@att.net 

 

TRAVEL & ADVENTURE 
 

“Destination: Heartland History” by Cynthia Clampitt 

The history of the Midwest is remarkable and often surprising. This region, 

famed for supplying food, actually supplied so much more, including iconic 

images, legendary individuals, and inventions that would change the world. 

From prehistory to present, hear tales and “visit” museums, living-history 

venues, archaeological digs, historic towns, vintage farms, and more that make 

the Midwest’s past accessible – and fun. (All ages; 60 min; $175 plus travel with 

permission to sell books) 

References: Monique Flasch, Glenview Public Library, 

mflasch@glenviewpl.org, (847) 729-7500 x2617; Judy Bock, Geographic 

Society of Chicago, judyil@aol.com, (847) 223-7627 

Website: www.worldplate.com 

Contact: caclampitt@att.net, (847) 537-7915 

 

“Echoes of Earth: Finding Ourselves in the Origins of the Planet” by L. 

Sue Baugh  

Travel with award-winning author L. Sue Baugh on a life-changing, 54,000-mile 

journey to document the world’s oldest rock and mineral sites. Baugh traveled 

by camper car, fishing boat, floatplane, and river raft to capture breathtaking 
images from Australia, Greenland, Northwest Canada, and the Grand Canyon. 

Discover a startling and profound connection between ourselves and ancient 
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Earth. Includes Timelines of Earth handouts. (All ages; 60 min; $175 with 

permission to sell books) 

References: Cyndee Schaffer, American Association of University Women, 

(847) 917-4125, dcmaj5@aol.com; Aubri Kinahan, Round Lake Area Public 

Library, (847) 546-7060, akinahan@rlalibrary.org 

Website: www.wildstonearts.com 

Contact: sue.baughws@gmail.com, (847) 902-4973 

 

“Travelogues” by Jeanne Roppolo 

Audiences participate in non-traditional journeys with author, storyteller, and 

motivational speaker Jeanne Roppolo. Through her personal photos and videos, 

meet fascinating people and explore other cultures in destinations around the 

globe. Be inspired and take advantage of this unique learning resource. All true 

stories. Travel options: Antarctica, Alaska, Islands in the remote South Pacific 

Ocean, New Zealand and Australia, China, Mongolia, Siberia, Russia, Survivor 

Island, or aboard the Trans-Siberian Railway. 

(All ages; 60 min; $300 with permission to sell books) 

References: Sarah Adelphia, Arlington Heights Senior Center, (847) 253-5532 

x305, sadelphia@vah.com; Dina Sweet, DeKalb CUSD 428, (815) 757-8536, 

dina.sweet@d428.org 

Website: www.grandmagoesto.com 

Contact: (808) 987-4473, jeanneroppolo@yahoo.com 

 

WRITING, RESEARCH, & LITERATURE 
 

NEW!   “Write Your Life: Starting and Keeping a Journal That Matters” 

by Mary Wisniewski 

Yard sales are full of unfinished journals – the first 10 pages ripped out. Why is 

it so hard to keep a diary? Chicago reporter and lifelong diarist Mary Wisniewski 

(Chicago Sun-Times and Chicago Tribune) has taught journal writing for ten 

years at the Newberry Library as well as non-fiction seminars for Northwestern 

University and Chicago Writers Association conferences. She offers tips to 

develop a regular journaling habit and encourages participants to come with a 

notebook and write. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 90 min; $250) 

References: Isabel Sperry, Newberry Library Adult Education Program, (312) 

943-9090, sperryi@newberry.org; Stephanie Kulke, Northwestern University 

Media, (847) 491-4819 
Website: www.marywizchicago.com 

Contact: wiz1166@yahoo.com, (312) 241-0007 

 

“Building Suspense” by Libby Fischer Hellmann 

Why do readers keep turning the pages? Suspense. Building suspense into your 

work is an essential element of fiction, no matter what genre you write. In this 

one-hour interactive workshop, award-winning thriller author Libby Fischer 

Hellmann explains how to do it and illustrates techniques you can apply to your 

writing right away. Appropriate for all fiction writers regardless of genre. 

Includes handouts. (Adults; 60 min; $400 with permission to sell books)  

Reference: Chris Posinger, Des Plaines Public Library, CPosinger@dppl.org 

Website: www.libbyhellmann.com 

Contact: libbyfh@libbyhellmann.com 

 

“Writing Grief – Before, During, and After Loss” by Lea Grover 

As writers, we often find that processing our experiences is done best on paper. 

In this 60-minute presentation and workshop, Grover describes several distinct 

types of grief (anticipatory grief, the 7 stages of grief, and silent grief among 

them), and how during these stages the way we write about our experiences can 

be filtered and understood. This workshop isn’t only about writing grief; it’s 

about using writing as a tool to better understand the stages as we go through 

them or reflect upon them. (Adults; 60 min; $100 with permission to sell books) 

References: Sarah Fader, Stigma Fighters, sarahfader@gmail.com, (917) 699-

9578; Sara McGovern, RAINN, (202) 544-5537, saram@rainn.org 

Contact: lea.r.grover@gmail.com, (312) 437-3724 

 

NEW!  “Turning Survival into a Story” by Lea Grover 

As we all know, the things that happen to you are not a story by themselves; it’s 

up to us to frame them and interpret them for others. Author and RAINN (Rape 

Abuse and Incest National Network) Speakers Bureau member Lea Grover 

teaches the tools she used when working with human trafficking and sexual 

abuse survivors to transform descriptions of their experiences into cohesive 

narratives and advocacy tools. (Adults; 60 min; $100 with permission to sell 

books) 

References: Sarah Fader, Stigma Fighters, sarahfader@gmail.com, (917) 699-

9578; Sara McGovern, RAINN, (202) 544-5537, 

saram@rainn.orgContact: lea.r.grover@gmail.com, (312) 437-3724 

 

“Writing for Wellness” by Dr. Vicki Atkinson 

Join Dr. Vicki Atkinson, author and Licensed Professional Counselor, to learn 

how to unlock your storyteller’s heart and enhance your self-care game at the 

same time. Learn about Dr. Atkinson’s top 10 techniques for improving life 
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mailto:sue.baughws@gmail.com
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http://www.marywizchicago.com/
mailto:wiz1166@yahoo.com
mailto:CPosinger@dppl.org
http://www.libbyhellmann.com/
mailto:libbyfh@libbyhellmann.com
mailto:sarahfader@gmail.com
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satisfaction and relationships and reducing stress – all through developing your 

voice as a writer. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $150) 

References: Rick Kaempfer, Eckhartz Press, (847) 508-8867, 

rick@eckhartzpress.com; David Stern, Eckhartz Press, (773) 507-8907, 

davemich@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.atkinsongroupsolutions.com 

Contact: (847) 927-2385, vatkinson815@gmail.com 

 

NEW!  “Improvising Your Novel” by Kevin Loughrin 

Whether you’re a seasoned “pantser,” a “planner” looking to add a skill to your 

toolbox, fighting the dreaded “writer’s block,” or writing a novel for the first 

time, iO-trained improviser and novelist Kevin Loughrin can help you improve 

your storytelling, deepen your characters, and help surface stories that you didn’t 

even know were inside you. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $200 

with permission to sell books and reimbursement for travel if necessary) 

References: Dr. Matthew Swale, Warner University, (815) 735-0436, 

matthew.e.swale@gmail.com; Ann Garvin, University of Wisconsin, (608) 445-

0387, garvina@uww.edu 

Website: www.kevinloughrin.com 

Contact: kploughrin@gmail.com, (630) 981-1761 

 

NEW!   “So, You Wanna Write a Picture Book?” by Jennifer Grant 

What makes a picture book sparkle? What are the “rules” of writing one? Author 

Jennifer Grant, whose children’s books including Maybe God Is Like That 
Too and Finding Calm in Nature have earned multiple honors, invites 

participants into the joyful art of writing picture books. With humor and heart, 

she covers the essentials of this category of children’s literature. Includes 

handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $300 virtual, $350 in-person with permission 

to sell books plus travel reimbursement beyond 50 miles) 

References: Brian Allain, Writing for Your Life, brian.allain@gmail.com; Chris 

Wells, The Secret City, writinglifeworkshop@gmail.com 

Website: www.jennifergrant.com 

Contact: jen@jennifergrant.com, (630) 660-2268 

  

NEW!  “Writing a Nonfiction Book Proposal that Shines” by Jennifer 

Grant 

In this dynamic session, award-winning author Jennifer Grant guides participants 

through the essential elements of a strong nonfiction book proposal. Attendees 

learn how to write effective query letters, select compelling comparison titles, 

and grab – and keep – their readers’ attention. Participants leave with actionable 

tools, increased confidence, and a clear roadmap for pitching their books 

successfully. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Adults; 60 min; $300 virtual, $350 in-

person with permission to sell books plus travel reimbursement beyond 50 miles) 

References: Brian Allain, Writing for Your Life, brian.allain@gmail.com; Chris 

Wells, The Secret City, writinglifeworkshop@gmail.com 

Website: www.jennifergrant.com 

Contact: jen@jennifergrant.com, (630) 660-2268 

 

NEW!  “Family Stories: Past, Present, & Future” by Jeanne & Kea 

Roppolo 

Stories from your ancestral lineage open a richer, fuller understanding of who 

you are as a family. Learn how to uncover these forgotten stories while learning 

to write your own legacy. Join Grandma Jeanne and granddaughter Kea, a 

certified genealogist, as you begin your special journey in this mini workshop. 

(All ages; 60 min; $400 with permission to sell books) 

References: Sarah Adelphia, Arlington Heights Senior Center, (847) 253-5532 

x305, sadelphia@vah.com; Dina Sweet, DeKalb CUSD 428, (815) 757-8536, 

dina.sweet@d428.org 

Website: www.grandmagoesto.com 

Contact: (808) 987-4473, jeanneroppolo@yahoo.com 

 

NEW!  “Memoir Writing for Seniors” by Donna Urbikas 

With the firm belief that everyone has at least one good book in them, award-

winning author and teacher Donna Urbikas leads an introductory-level workshop 

on how to start writing from reflection, gathering the gems of wisdom from life, 

and presenting such in a good memoir. Based on the author’s award-winning 

memoir, My Sister’s Mother: A Memoir of War, Exile, and Stalin’s Siberia, 

Urbikas addresses issues of how to pick relevant anecdotal stories and expand 

them into meaningful content, deal with sensitive revelations involving others, 

handle meaningful revisions, using the differences between memoir and 

autobiography, and more. Writing prompts and exercises will be offered along 

with a limited review of student works. Includes handouts, Q&A. (Older teens 

and adults; 60 min; $300) 

References: Jim Dalbec, Ela Township Community Center, (847) 438-9160, 

jimd@elatownship.org; Joan Waxman, Northshore Senior Center, (847) 784-

6002, jwaxman@nssc.org 

Website: www.danutaurbikas.com 

Contact: donna@danutaurbikas.com, (312) 343-5454 
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